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View From the Rectory 

Under the Downs 

Whatever our weather has been 
doing recently, we are now officially 
in Autumn, the "season of mists and 
mellow fruitfulness" described so 
vividly by John Keats. 

Maybe he wandered the South Downs 
in a year similar to this, when the 
hedgerows have been amazingly 
plentiful with all kinds of fruit, and we 
frequently see the early morning mist, 
not to mention the little wisps that 
wend their way up and down  the 
valley - and isn't "foxes' brewings" the 
most apt name for those? 

Contrasting ideas, and isn't our faith 
so often like that? We may be given 
images in the media promoting the 
idea that faith is linked with huge 
worship events, personal revelation 
akin to that of St Paul on the road to 
Damascus, or missionary support on a 
national scale, which of course it is, 
but I think it is more often reflected in 
the 'mellow fruitfulness'. This might 
be those individual moments with 
God, sitting alone in a quiet place, 
giving Him praise when we gather 
with those we know to worship Him, 

whether on a Sunday morning, or for 
one of the events that mark the 
passage of our own, and our family's 
lives, or just quietly helping someone 
that we see in need. 

There are also the mists: all those 
times when we wonder just what is 
happening, and maybe ask where God 
is, especially in times of trouble: and 
maybe it is difficult to understand then 
how the future might unfold. The mists 
that we see move along the valley, are 
however interspersed with sunshine, 
and although the fruitfulness of 
autumn appears to come to an end, it 
is just the starting point of another 
cycle. 

John Keats asked 'Where are the songs 
of spring?' In faith we can answer that, 
because through Jesus, and his death 
on the cross for us, we have 
Resurrection hope, and that is a song 
we can always carry in our hearts. 

Every blessing 
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Come rain, come shine ~ Cocking and Bepton Fete 

We celebrate Harvest 
Festivals in each of our 
churches—still to come: 

Cocking: Harvest Festival 
at 9.30 am  on  1 October, followed by 
Harvest lunch in the Village Hall at 12.30pm   

Bepton: Harvest Festival at 11.15 am on       
8 October. 

Gifts of both perishable and non-perishable 
food items from all festival events will be 
donated to local charities. 

It’s  (still) Harvest Time! 

Harvest festivals mark a time in the year 
when all our churches look particularly 
beautiful. That is due in no small part to the 
activity of our splendid flower arrangers, in 
each of our churches, who ensure, quietly, 
week by week, that altar flowers help to 
make the church a beautiful place to 
worship, and give glory to God. On special 
occasions the 'regulars' may be joined by 
others. Flower arranging is undoubtedly a 
gift, which many of us do not have, so a big 
thank you to those of you who do, and who 
take those opportunities to share it with us. 

Thank you …. 

We were so fortunate to have a lovely sunny day: had it been the following 
afternoon it would have been a washout, but as it was, a great time was had by 
all, and it was good to see a queue for ice creams. 

A massive thank you to all who assisted in any way with organising the event 
and everyone who attended: we raised a massive £3250. 

Our new event at the fete, ‘The Bepton Bake-off’ was a huge success with nearly 
twenty entries across the three age categories.  The winner and runner-up of 
the under 10 age category are pictured with their award-winning cakes.  Our 
thanks goes to the judge, Caroline Cheshire of Fitzcane’s. 

However, it is really important that some 'new faces' come forward to help with 
arrangements for next year - planning starts early. If you are interested please 
contact David Imlach. 
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Church  Serv i c e  Times  

 St Mary Bepton  

 11.15am 1st Sunday of the month Matins BCP  

 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays Matins with Holy Communion BCP 

 St Catherine of Siena Cocking  

 9.30am Every  Sunday 

 1st Sunday of the month Family Communion CW  

 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays Holy Communion CW  

St James Heyshott  

11.15am 1st Sunday of the month Family Communion CW  

9.30am 2nd Sunday of the month Holy Communion BCP  

9.30am 3rd Sunday of the month Matins BCP  

11.15am 4th Sunday of the month Holy Communion CW  

6.00pm 1st 2nd and 4th Sundays Evensong BCP  

3rd Sunday Compline  

On a 5th Sunday of the month, there is a joint service at 10.00 am at one of our churches - please check the notice boards or our magazine.  
CW - Common Worship is the modern language service              BCP - Book of Common Prayer is the traditional service  

This is the usual pattern, but occasionally there are changes - please check the church noticeboards. This is 
especially important at festival times such as Christmas and Easter  

Ride and Stride 

Craneflies 

We are exploring the possibility of a monthly study group: this could 
either be Bible study together, or thinking about different aspects of 
Christian life and worship. What we do, and the time and location, 
would be decided by the group. 

We hope to start in January - if you are interested, please let Linda 
know. 

Monday 9 October 

Planting containers for Autumn and 
Winter colour. 

Our Speaker for this month is Stuart 
Lees who trained as an horticulturist 
and worked for the Cadogan Estate 
in Chelsea and then held various 
Head Gardener positions. He now 
runs his own Garden Design and 
Consultancy business. 

 For more information about the 
Club please contact Denise Skinner 
01730 814194, askinner3@sky.com 
or check our website  
midhurstgardenclub.co.uk  

Study Group 

by Michael Blencowe of the Sussex Wildlife Trust 

We all know craneflies; gangly, long-legged insects.  
Mildly annoying, but harmless.  Sometimes they’ll 
blunder into your kitchen at night as you open the 
door to put the recycling out.   

There are 327 species of cranefly in Britain but the 
one you’ve been chasing round the kitchen is 
probably Tipula paludosa.  Each autumn this 
cranefly emerges in huge numbers, finds a partner, 
mates, lays eggs and dies.  It’s a tight schedule but 
paludosa gets it done and dusted in a day.  The 
eggs hatch into underground larvae (leatherjackets) 
which nibble on grass roots.  Leatherjackets thrive 
in damp soil and, as last year started damp, it 
potentially meant they  had a better-than-usual 
survival rate.  In the spring the metamorphosis 
begins and each autumn the adult craneflies will 
emerge from lawns and fields to share the planet 
with us for a few days.   

For some reason last year’s cranefly emergence 
spawned dozens of crazed newspaper 
articles.  Journalists claimed an impressive 200 
billion craneflies would be emerging.  Now, I have 
no idea how many craneflies emerge in an average 
year but 200 billion of anything sounds like a 
problem.  The language used painted craneflies as a 
foreign force arriving on our shores.  Craneflies 
have been here since the ice retreated.  Surely a 
residency of 10,000 years qualifies them for British 
Citizenship? 

Nevertheless the headlines urged you to ‘brace 
yourselves’ as the ‘plague’ of insects was heading 
our way.  In October 2016 I saw 22 craneflies.   I’m 
now thinking that, if the press can’t get a simple 
story about crane flies right, there may well be 
plenty of other  ‘fake news’ stories out there too.  

Congratulations and thanks to David Earley and his grandson Noah 

for their tremendous efforts in the Ride and Stride event on Saturday  

9 September. They visited twenty three churches, rode thirty nine 

miles and raised £1150 .  

Thank you also to those who manned our churches on the day, 

proving riders and striders with well-deserved refreshments. 

Midhurst Garden Club 

There is a fifth Sunday in October: this month our joint Benefice service is at St James, Heyshott at 10am 
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