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View From the Rectory 

Under the Downs 

Over the last month or so, we have had 
some pretty changeable weather - 
which means huge variation in the 
cloud formations, and sometimes those 
wisps form themselves into shapes we 
can recognise. One day there was a 
giant cloud 'rat' perfect in every detail, 
gently roaming the skies over our 
villages. 

Clouds often occur in our everyday 
conversation. We speak of being on 
‘cloud nine’ when something delights 
us.  We may wake in the morning 
feeling ‘under a cloud’ if we are facing 
a difficult day. Or we may comment 
that someone is ‘away in the clouds’ if 
he or she is not responding when 
spoken to. 

Clouds are mentioned in the Bible too. 
In the Old Testament, the Israelites 
were led by a cloud day by day as they 
travelled through the wilderness. A 
little cloud appeared as Elijah prayed 
for rain after a long drought, which 
heralded torrential downpours to bring 
relief. There are many references to 
clouds hiding the Glory of the Lord in 
the presence of individuals He was 
speaking to.  

And what about the amazing 
experience of Peter, James and John 
when Jesus was transfigured on the 
mountain, when they were all 
overshadowed by a cloud as God 
spoke to them? 

Finally we are promised that when 
Jesus comes again, it will be in 'clouds 
of glory' Can you imagine what those 
might look like? 

But for now, there is a simple song, 
that you, your children or 
grandchildren might have sung at 
school: 

Over the earth is a mat of green, over 
the green the dew 
Over the dew are the arching trees, 
over the trees the blue. 
Above the blue the scudding clouds, 
over the clouds the sun 
Over it is all is the love of God, blessing 
us everyone! 

Which says it all. 

Every 
blessing 

3 Country Churches Nestling Under the Downs 

September 2017 

On Saturday, 9 September, the Sussex Historic Churches Trust will be holding their 
annual Ride & Stride event. 

The Sussex Ride & Stride is a sponsored ride (bike or horse) or walk in which 
people all over Sussex walk or ride between churches, exploring and enjoying the 
countryside. The money raised through sponsorship helps the trust to save 
historic churches in Sussex for future generations by helping to fund urgent 
repairs and undertake restoration works. 50% of the sponsorship goes directly to 
your local church. In 2016, the trust made a grant of £5000 to St Catherine’s 
towards the cost of repairs to the church tower. 

This year, David Earley, the treasurer of Cocking PCC, and his 11-year old 
grandson, will be riding their bikes and attempting to visit as many churches in the 
Midhurst deanery as they can during the day. They anticipate that the ride will 
cover about 50km (30 miles) in total.  

Please help David by sponsoring him. Form in Cocking Church, or contact David 
at: david.earley@sussexpeople.co.uk 

We will be celebrating 
with Harvest Festivals in 
each of our churches: 

Heyshott: Choral Evensong at 6pm on         
24 September, followed by Harvest Supper 
in the Cobden Hall. Please let Nick Sherwin 
know if you will be attending 
nick.sherwin@me.com  Please note there 
will be no morning service at Heyshott on 
this day.  

Cocking: Harvest Festival at 9.30 am  on       
1 October, followed by Harvest lunch in the 
Village Hall at 12.30 pm. Please let Naomi 
Dekker know if you will be attending. 
ndekker@hotmail.co.uk  

Bepton: Harvest Festival at 11.15 am on       
8 October. 

Gifts of both perishable and non-perishable 
food items from all festival events will be 
donated to local charities. 

Ride and Stride 

It’s Harvest Time! 

As part of the 
MacMillan World’s 
Biggest Coffee 
Morning event we 
will be holding a coffee morning in the 
Village Hall on 30 September  from 10.00 – 
12 noon.  In addition to coffee/tea and cakes 
the Book People will have books and gifts for 
sale and there will be other items on offer 
and fun things to do.  

Although we are a small village let us see if 
we can send a really big cheque in support of 
this fantastic charity. 

If you would be willing to make a cake or 
biscuits it would be really helpful if you could 
let us know by signing the list in the Post 
Office. Cakes etc. can be left at the Post 
Office on the day before. 

If you would like to help with the event in 
any way please contact Pat on 01730 815708 
email pat@bubbear.co.uk 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Coffee Morning 
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Church  Serv i c e  Times  

 St Mary Bepton  

 11.15am 1st Sunday of the month Matins BCP  

 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays Matins with Holy Communion BCP 

 St Catherine of Siena Cocking  

 9.30am Every  Sunday 

 1st Sunday of the month Family Communion CW  

 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays Holy Communion CW  

St James Heyshott  

11.15am 1st Sunday of the month Family Communion CW  

9.30am 2nd Sunday of the month Holy Communion BCP  

9.30am 3rd Sunday of the month Matins BCP  

11.15am 4th Sunday of the month Holy Communion CW  

6.00pm 1st 2nd and 4th Sundays Evensong BCP  

3rd Sunday Compline  

On a 5th Sunday of the month, there is a joint service at 10.00 am at one of our churches - please check the notice boards or our magazine.  
CW - Common Worship is the modern language service              BCP - Book of Common Prayer is the traditional service  

This is the usual pattern, but occasionally there are changes - please check the church noticeboards. This is 
especially important at festival times such as Christmas and Easter  

Parish Giving Scheme 

St James Heyshott needs a Treasurer 

Can you help? 

In each of our villages, the church is an important part of the 
community, and is supported by the generous donations of local 
people on both a regular and occasional basis. These donations 
account for around 75% of our income and enable us to maintain 
our historic buildings, our worship and our service in the community. 

It is important that we manage our income as effectively as possible, 
and are also able to plan for the future. 

The Parish Giving Scheme, managed by the Church of England, and 
provided at no cost to individual parishes, helps us to manage our 
income, and importantly for our treasurers, reduces the workload 
locally. It keeps you up-to-date with how you are supporting the 
church, and enables anonymous donations if you wish. The local 
church receives all the money that you donate. 

We are looking to roll out this scheme across the benefice, beginning 
with Cocking. If you are on the electoral roll of the church, you will 
shortly receive a letter with an explanation of how this works. 
Explanatory leaflets will also be available in church. 

If you are already give on a regular basis, the process of transfer is 
simple: if not, we would really appreciate your help, even in a small 
way - every little helps! 

In the meantime, many, many thanks for all the support that you 
already give - we couldn't manage without you! 

by Michael 
Blencowe of the 
Sussex Wildlife Trust  

The dominant 
theme for nature 
this month is 
migration.  In 
September Sussex becomes an international hub for 
some amazing long distance journeys.  

Migration will never cease to amaze me.  In August I 
watched a family of freshly fledged reed warblers 
crashing around on their first flights.  They could 
barely stay airborne for more than a few seconds.  
Yet they are now joining our other summer migrants; 
falcons and doves, swallows and martins, 
whitethroats, whinchats, wheatears and wagtails in a 
mass evacuation of England, pouring out through the 
river valleys of Sussex and across the seas, mountains 
and deserts beyond. 

And as they head south they’ll pass butterflies still 
intent on pushing north – painted ladies, clouded 
yellows, and red admirals - all surging into Sussex 
from Spain in September.  

Meanwhile other bird species are arriving from the 
north, some just refuelling as they pass 
through,  others staying with us;  waders and 
wildfowl feeding on the estuaries, owls and harriers 
hunting over the downs.   

Sussex gardens will also become a winter destination 
– ‘your’ blackbird, with whom you have shared the 
garden all summer, may shortly be joined by a 
blackbird belonging to Mr & Mrs Morgansson of 
Kongsvinger, Norway.  And let’s not forget that 
through the centre of Sussex runs a series of aquatic 
migration highways; the Arun, Adur, Ouse, Cuckmere 
and Rother.  Throughout the year their waters 
channel the mighty sea trout, the eel and the weird 
sea lamprey from the deep ocean to shallow 
spawning grounds upstream.  These aquatic 
migrations are just as impressive.  

This September head out in Sussex and watch the 
natural world on the move.  

Say ‘Hello’ and Wave ‘Goodbye’ 

Our wonderful church PCC is currently without a treasurer now that 
Dinah has stepped down. The PCC would be very grateful for a 
volunteer to take on this important role.  

There is no need for the treasurer to be a regular member of the 
church congregation, nor indeed to be a full time resident of the 
village, for the churchwardens and PCC members can offer all 
assistance to do what is needed on the ground in the village. Dinah 
will provide a full handover and thanks to her splendid long service 
in the role, all current records are in excellent shape and up to date 
and there are no historic problems to inherit. 

For further info, please email Dinah on 
dinah.lamming@btinternet.com, Linda on revlindarob@yahoo.co.uk 
or Nick on nick.sherwin@me.com. 
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